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Taking advantage of presence in Washington of Shuckburgh and Laloy, 
Kohler and other Departmental officers have held series bilateral, tripartite 
and quadripartite discussions on Berlin over past three days. Ihese under- 
stood to be informal and not binding on govts but resulted in useful exchange 
of views on various current aspects of Berlin question. Principal subjects 
covered werei 
1) Reply to Soviet Aide-Memoire of June U 

US circulated to British, French and Germane working draft of possible 
US reply to Soviet aide-oeaoira received in Vienna* Text deals? at some length 
with standard Soviet arguments and concludes vith alternative endings. 7ir\t ^ 
alternative proposes that issue re status respective parties in Germany and 
Berlin and eff eelt, an/ separata peace treaty on sttch status be submitted to 
International Qaaej& e%«Justdce pursuant to Article 36 of Court Charter. §N 

Second alternat4ji«(^*aiAraacea all-Berlin proposal* 

jticnale for Court proposal, Kohler noted that certainty ^vj 
would never voluntarily submit to Jurisdiction of "C^ 
Intenwj^pai "Goiort^l ]. .. Aa exchange with Soviets on this subject taking place, 
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f"^ and Allies would .tart talcing ce^L^reV rLLUly" prepi„ie« In li,e with"! 
contingency pL.ns which now under active review U3 lovt. After Soviet rejection US 
.reposal ror contentious litigation, we would then consider ;oing into Security Council, 
as likewise contemplated i, contingency plans, seeking both cease and desist order and 
request by Council for advisory opinion from Court on legal issue involved. If, as 
anticipated, Soviets veto such request, then consideration would be given to aoing 
into General Assembly and repeating sane process, except that Soviet veto would not 
apply. While this taking place Western >v er3 would have numerous opportunities 
to rake speeches, propagandize and win wide public .upport for their position on Berlin. 
Idea would be to keep Soviets on defensive," and on assumption mmm country bound in 
any event bring Berlin issue into UN once it begin* approach critical point, course of 
action proposed would enable Western Powers to keep bettor control of situation by 
living problem arise in UN on our tenna. Kohler stressed that Court would of course 
net be asked to adjudicate fact of Western rights in Berlin but Soviet claim that by 
its unilateral action those rights can be extinguished. 

Znsuing discussion showed considerable interest in possibility such western 
initiative, though agreed this would represent important policy step which would re- 
quire careful prior consideration by govts.P 
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^ Kohler conr.entad 

that there was pretty strong feeling in Viashington that this time we were r.ovir.^ 
tc«ard rsai confrontation with Soviets over Berlin and that Soviet aide-mer.oire '..as 
opening gun. 

he had for obvious reasons maintained relative silence on question sine 2 :._„ 1. jD 
:/.u.le Soviets continued propagate their QTS peace treaty UNQTS and QTZ free city '. .Th 
gambits. However felt that we must now get into more positive general posture :r--l\ 
vie:r to developing political, propaganda and deterrent campaign which we weuii >: ; .:■-- 
y-ared to sustain from now to end of year. . 

In response to query , [as to whether all-3erldn alternative zr. ..: _e 

given equal weight, personal view those present was that, while this subject tc 
further consideration by govts, main attention should be on Court proposal. 
2 * ~ jerman Reply to Soviet Memorandum of February 17, . ... .. 

j After considerable dJ.3jstRSiCn" tfextlol repty'ajpt^d^C&rmali* noted however -.._- j 
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Ml3T ~ 7 " r ? "'"'" " crkin5 :rcup next " eek - « =■« ^° «*«<! that r llBi &m of 

*«= r^,» ,c .Id »* cnl, be defined ,: ; en oaste decisions ,,ds a 3 to content 

-:> reply to aide-ir.enoire of June U. P^* 

J in discussion 
ranted tLnir.3 cf :-eman and Uo resnonsGs.r - ~n / 

U— con- $ 

sensus was that ttis likewise could onl 7 flMUy be decided in UgW t^ 3 ^ r ; can 
response. Kohler counted that deliver ^erican reply before July h holi da 7 ,.ekend 
vculd be desirable in order ensure msiam ^lici* and suggested ^ ^ ^^ j 
be two-day ^p between two, with Geman reply following, f~ 



" "2 Kohler ob a erved one merit of early repi;- -.vas 
^.at it we;;i d cut off speculation on possible weakening our position. 

Cnl;, substantive point of importance ir discussion daman reply ,as shatter ace- 
tic lan ? , ai e should be included in response to Soviet charge of German miLLtarisn, 
as ir. earlier draft, that FedRep does not seek independent nuclear "gnf 7 ^ra- 
rer cf nuclear weapons to national jurisdiction. '" 



^inclusion such language in iimerican reply to aide- 
nonoire.w in draft under discussion, considered desirable as statement cf fact ,..ich 
U3 would be in position to make, 
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I 37 Contingency Planning 



"I 



Iris subject discussed only bilaterally and tripartite^. Kohler noted that sub* 
ject presently under intensive review in US jovt and that we hoped shortly to coo* uj* 
with acme fairly specific proposals to heighten effectiveness of Western deterrent in 
Zerlin situation. He stressed US feeling, which conveyed to both British and French 
on previous occasions, tfcat U3 felt probe contemplated on too small a scale to prove 
anything and that action to reopen access required greater commitment of Western forces 
as well as firm decisions by govts to planning and execution of course* of action. 



U. Procedure a . -«...„ 

Shuckburg** Ialoy CS^Mbhlsr agreed that meeting of three at one of capitals ex- 
tending for X£4*T perio**iignt be desirable toward end of July to attempt tie to- 
gether varioua stands of allied planning both re contingency planning and tactics and 
substance for next row* iiitfc Sonets. No decision taken in this matter, but agreement 
was general that soma^sort of working group session as prior to Genera Conference L5$9 
[_and Summit Conference jljojfc wc^m! pr^^ ! be. ^i.sai^, wfcelber or not West attempting) 

move 
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move toward negotiations with Soviets prior to threatened peace treaty action. c 

Question of German participation such meeting raised but. not decidedj although Uft vltfafc 
is that this essential, Kohler also urged full German participation in Washington "t 
Ambassadorial Group and closer association with LIVE OAK exercise. ' fy 
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Pull nenoranda of conversation being pouched, 
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